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BIBD NAMED BEST SUSTAINABLE ISLAMIC BANK 2026 AT  

GLOBAL ISLAMIC FINANCE AWARDS 
 

9 September 2026 - Bank Islam Brunei Darussalam Berhad (BIBD) has been named ‘Best 

Sustainable Islamic Bank 2026’ at the 16th Global Islamic Finance Awards (GIFA), 

further strengthening the Bank's international reputation and reinforcing Brunei 

Darussalam's standing as a respected contributor to the global Islamic finance industry. 

 

The award was presented at the GIFA Awards Ceremony held in London, United 

Kingdom, on 8 September 2026, as part of the Global Islamic Finance Summit, which 

brought together policymakers, regulators, industry leaders and market practitioners 

from across the international Islamic finance community. 

 

BIBD was selected by the GIFA Awards Committee following its evaluations of nominees 

under GIFA Methodology. The recognition acknowledges the Bank's continued efforts to 

integrate sustainability, Shariah principles and responsible banking practices while 

supporting national development priorities and long-term value creation for 

communities. 

 

Representing BIBD at the ceremony was Yang Mulia Haji Mohammad Yusri bin Haji 

Wahsalfelah, Acting Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of BIBD. The award 

was jointly presented by His Excellency Dr Mohamed Waheed Hassan, Former President 

of Maldives, and Professor Humayon Dar, the Founder of the Cambridge Institute of 

Islamic Finance (Cambridge IFA) and the Global Islamic Finance Awards (GIFA), one of 

the most prestigious and globally recognized awards programmes in Islamic finance. 

 

Commenting on the recognition, Yang Mulia Haji Mohammad Yusri said: 

"We are deeply honored to receive this recognition from GIFA. While the award 

recognises BIBD's commitment to sustainable and responsible Islamic banking, it is 

equally a recognition of Brunei Darussalam, its strong Islamic finance ecosystem, and 

the values of its people.  

 

It is also a testament to the capabilities of Bruneian institutions and talent to compete, 

innovate and be recognised on the global stage. As a nation, Brunei Darussalam 

continues to demonstrate that it can contribute meaningfully to the advancement of 

Islamic finance, sustainability and responsible banking alongside leading international 

markets. 

 

[EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER THE GIFA AWARDS CEREMONY, 8 SEPTEMBER 2026 – LONDON TIME] 
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This achievement reflects the trust and supports we continue to receive from our 

shareholders, regulators, strategic Partners in Progress, depositors and customers, all 

of whom have played an important role in our journey. We sincerely thank them for 

their unwavering confidence and partnership. 

 

As Brunei's largest Islamic bank, we are proud to represent our nation on the 

international stage and to demonstrate how Islamic finance can contribute 

meaningfully to sustainable economic development, financial inclusion and community 

wellbeing. Guided by the principles of Maqasid Shariah and our Bruneian at Heart 

ethos, we remain committed to creating positive impact while strengthening Brunei's 

presence within the global Islamic finance landscape." 

 

BIBD's sustainability agenda is anchored in its Sustainability Framework, introduced in 

2021, which integrates environmental stewardship, responsible entrepreneurship and 

inclusive social impact across the Bank's operations. Guided by the principles of Maqasid 

Shariah, the framework reflects BIBD's belief that sustainable Islamic finance is not only 

about environmental responsibility, but also about creating long-term economic and 

social value for customers, communities and the nation. 

 

This commitment is reflected in a range of initiatives that promote inclusive growth 

and community resilience. Through entrepreneurship and financial empowerment 

programmes, BIBD continues to support MSMEs and aspiring entrepreneurs, while 

community initiatives such as Projek Teduh help improve living conditions for 

vulnerable families through a collaborative Whole-of-Nation approach. Funded through 

BIBD's business zakat and supported by employees, corporate organisations and 

community partners, Projek Teduh exemplifies the values of collective responsibility 

and social impact embedded within Islamic finance. 

 

The GIFA recognition further builds on BIBD's growing international sustainability 

credentials. Earlier this year, the Bank was named a 2-Star Lister on the ESG Select List 

by the United Nations Global Compact Network Malaysia & Brunei under both the ESG 

Breakthrough Innovation and ESG Trailblazer categories. The latter recognition 

acknowledged BIBD as Brunei Darussalam's first financial institution to be accepted as 

a participant of the United Nations Global Compact. 

 

As Brunei Darussalam advances its sustainable development ambitions under Wawasan 

Brunei 2035, BIBD remains committed to leveraging Islamic finance as a catalyst for 

responsible growth, greater financial inclusion and positive social impact. Through the 

continued integration of Shariah principles, sustainability and innovation, the Bank 
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seeks not only to contribute to the development of the nation's financial sector, but 

also to further elevate Brunei Darussalam's profile as a respected and progressive 

participant in the global Islamic finance ecosystem. 

 
 

(ENDS) 
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For further information, please contact: 

Fitri Shahminan 

Corporate Communications Unit, 

Branding and Communications Department 

Managing Director’s Office 

BIBD 

 

 

Tel: +673 2269 429 

E-mail: fitri.shahminan@bibd.com.bn 

Dk Rodzi Pg Haji Abd Rahman 

Head, Branding and Communications Dept  

Managing Director’s Office 

BIBD 

 

 

 

Tel: +673 2269 811 

E-mail: rodzi.rahman@bibd.com.bn  

 

About BIBD: 

BIBD is Brunei’s largest Islamic financial institution, managing assets of over B$11 billion and 

serving more than 345,000 customers through 14 branches across all four districts. 

Headquartered in Bandar Seri Begawan, BIBD operates under the ethos of being “Bruneian at 

Heart”, guided by the principles of Maqasid Shariah to deliver Shariah-compliant, customer-

centric financial solutions. 

Through the BIBD Group Sustainability Framework, the Bank is committed to driving 

environmental and social progress while aligning with national goals such as Brunei Vision 2035. 

BIBD’s community-focused initiatives reinforce its role as a key partner in the nation’s 

development and prosperity. 

Since 2015, BIBD has maintained an A- (Stable) credit rating from S&P Global and holds ISO 

9001:2015 and ISO22301:2019 certification. The Bank has been recognised as the Strongest Bank 

in Brunei by The Asian Banker (2016–2024), Best Retail Bank (2013–2022), The Banker's Bank of 

the Year (2023), and Global Finance’s Safest Bank in Brunei (2023), among other accolades. 

For more information, please visit www.bibd.com.bn 

Follow us on Instagram, Facebook, YouTube and TikTok 
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